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Beauty And Secrets for chamber ensemble (2010)

flute

bass-clarinet / Bb clarinet

percussion:
Small snare-drum, temple-block, two suspended cymbals (small, large), marimba, two tom-toms (playable with hands), small triangle.
Normal beaters plus a double-bass bow (for the cymbals).

piano

violin

cello

Duration: ¢ 9 minutes

Beauty and Secrets is an arrangment of music from Don't Breathe A Word, an opera about the mis-adventures of a British Diplomat in "Ushkent"
a recently ex-Soviet Republic in Central Asia.

Rapid changes in direction, mood and tempo reflect the scandalous pace of the story: tempi are always fluid. Some rhythms result from
word-setting.

In the opera, the cellist and clarinettist have special "obbligato" roles, on-stage, as story-tellers.

Bowing instructions: SP = sul pont; ST= sul tasto; NV=no vibrato; NAT = normal.



The opera DON'T BREATHE A WORD, libretto by Fraser Grace, tells the story of a diplomat, called Alex McCloud, who arrives amid
great excitement to become the new British Ambassador to the newly independent, ex-Soviet Republic of Ushkent.

His adventures begin almost immediately when he sets off on a bar-crawl with his reluctant side-kick the Embassy First Secratary. They
meet a beautiful dancer called Salieva. McCloud and Salieva exchange glances, some words of advice and business cards. This flirtation
leads to a passionate love-affair. McCloud discovers that the regime in Ushkent is especially nasty and when he decides that he must speak
out at a UN-sponsored Human Rights Convention, he sets off a train of events that will leave his personal and professional life in tatters.

However, at the end of the opera, he is re-united with the dancer.

The opera is scored for eight solo singers with an ensemble of four players (clarinet, cello, keyboard and percussion) and electroacoustic
music. All of the music in Beauty and Secrets is taken from the first act, mostly following the thread of the lovers' story: the Ambassoador's
arrival in Ushkent, meeting his staff at the Embassy and local politicians, then the meeting with Salieva in a down-town bar (K) with

their first exchange (R), then a more solemn, passionate declaration (S). The ending of the piece is taken from the ending of actl - after

McCloud has delivered his speeh at the UN Convention.

The story is based on accounts of the experiences of Craig Murray, British Ambassador in Uzbekistan between 2002 and 2004.
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Clarinet

Percussion

Piano
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exuberant and energetic J =c. 120

Beauty And Secrets

from the opera Don't Breathe A Word

Andrew Lovett
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somewhat freer (recitative)
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suddenly back to tempo
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