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CHARACTERS:

PROFESSOR PLATT - theorist, inventor of the Engine SOPRANO
DOCTOR NEARE - Platt’s assistant, maker of the Engine HIGH BARITONE
FOUR STUDENTS:

SALLY MUDD - an idealist SOPRANO

?IZLIZ(E McCORMICK - an activist, Sally's boyfriend TENOR
AMANDA PALMER - smart, (outwardly) conventional, careful SOPRANO
ilnI‘JdNTER PYNE - privileged, wealthy - Amanda's fiancé BARITONE
INSTRUMENTS:

FLUTE

BASSOON

KEYBOARD-SYNTHESISER
PIANO

VIOLIN

CELLO

DOUBLE BASS

Use parlando where possible, especially in recitative and dialogue passages. Rhythms and accents should follow
speech-patterns rather than strict metrical values. Some syllables should be very light - or swallowed - as in natural
speech. There are places where a line is interrupted or cut off. It's important that that the words or thoughts could
have continued.

Crossed note-heads indicate either half-pitched notes (voices) or indeterminate pitches (instruments).

String parts: NV=no vibrato, SP=sul pont. NAT = naturale.

Tempo markings are approximate - for guidance only. Overall tempi should be fast - pushing ahead. Transitions
between sub-sections should also be as quick as possible.

Fermatas are indicated for staging purposes. They may be longer (potentially, much longer) or occasionally shorter than
the indicated note value. The large fermata sign with "Long Pause" really means a long pause.

Unless specifically indicated otherwise, all scenes follow straight on with no pause.



SETTING:
A university science laboratory, (more or less) modern-day.

The set is dominated by a monstrous machine: a complicated assemblage of wires, dials, pipes, brass
wheels, levers, cables, and lights. This is the Analysing Engine. It is large enough for Platt and Neare

to clamber around inside. Towards stage-rear, there is a space within the Engine where the four students
stand during the experiment. In front of this space there is a frosted glass panel which partially covers them
leaving their heads and feet visible (like an old-fashioned X-ray machine). The subjects are attached to the
Engine with skull-cap helmets, with wires and lights.

The Engine breaks apart catastrophically halfway through the opera.

To one side of the stage there is an old-fashioned lectern, from which the Professor addresses the audience.
There are also two control panels, which Platt and Neare crouch over during the experiment. Towards the
front of the stage, there are chairs that Neare will grab for the students in scene 6.

The instrumental ensemble may be incorporated into the Engine with wires and cables. The set may spill
over into the audience area - as if the whole space is the interior of a laboratory.

Platt (and Neare) address the audience as fellow scientists at a lecture-demonstration. Platt is excited to
explain her theory that she can measure the love between couples using the newly completed Analysing
Engine. The students have been recruited as test-subjects for the experiment/demonstration.

Platt and Neare wear white lab coats (possibly getting them muddled when they are scrambling around in
the prologue). They wear (comical) safety goggles during the experiments.

Professor Platt is short-sighted - perhaps literally - while Neare seethes with suppressed rage and resentment
(like a character played by John Clease).

The students are dressed in line with their "archetypes": Amanda and Hunter are wealthy and ostentatiously
privileged, while Sally and Jake are self-conscious political activists. They all carry phones.

PROGRAMME NOTE:
A message from Professor Louise Dorothy Platt.
You are all very welcome to the Neuro-Amatory-Analytics Laboratory.

I will begin by outlining the technical and theoretical background to our research, then my associate,

Dr Neare, and I will introduce the focus of our work: the Analysing Engine.

The Engine is designed to measure the emotional connection between two individuals with unprecedented
numerical accuracy. I call this the "Amorous Coupling Co-efficient”. Imagine, if you will, the great boon
this will prove. If we can extrapolate from this value, we will be able to predict the outcome of any given
relationship with a very high level of certainty. Think of the time, money and heartache this will save!

We have invited four students to be the first test-subjects for our demonstration. They are two couples, in
love (they say - we'll soon see!). Just for fun, we will award a small cash prize to the pair that attains the
highest co-efficient value with the Engine.

Please follow normal Lab safety protocols at all times. The components are exceedingly fragile and we use
high-voltage sonic capacitors in the Engine.
Finally, thank you in advance for signing the non-disclosure confidentiality agreement.

LDP (Professor)
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Ed al magnetico Signor Dottore,
Rendo l'onore che merito.

Cosi Fan Tutte, Act I, sc 18

For Scott and Rinde



THE ANALYSING ENGINE

ANDREW LOVETT

close, their heads visible. Their exchange is suggestive of sex, but they are actually trying to remove

The Professor (Platt) and her Assistant (Neare) are inside the engine, facing each other, uncomfortably
a faulty piece of equipment.
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The Professor and Neare scramble around
to clean things up for the presentation.

The Professor suddenly notices the audience and interrupts Neare
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Professor Platt turns to the audience and addresses them (as if this is a lecture-demonstration)

SCENE 1
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SCENE 2

As Neare exits, Platt embarks on her lecture
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Amanda notices the audience
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SALLY storms in - in a fury - with a phone clapped to her ear
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Sally sees Jake
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LONG PAUSE
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As he instructs them, they remove clothing and belongings. Jake has a ridiculous number of items in his pocket.

Neare guides the students to one side to prepare for the experiment.
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Platt resumes her lecture to the audience

Pl
Af-ter ma-ny years I theo-rised that a re - versean - gu-lar so-nic feed-back
w |94 e . - 3 - 4 - 3
e == 8 4 %
— ) S o\
(Y R S T 1 F b T 1 P ¥
S ; e .
ofs
ya O/ E— \ T  m—r L’ﬁ
Yo Bhe——1 — - ¥
bree 7
>
Neare glares at Jake, who is still pulling things from his pockets
Pl
loop, if vo-lu-me-tri-c'lly ad - jus-ted could probe -  deep in-to the
>
be
Ne. 7% LV‘? 1t - i% = i‘g = i% = i
= =x ! T T I 3 e ] s 3 1
3
Ev-'ry-thing!
>
#—Mﬁg‘? T iy K rcl X 3 \Aw
by ! e tee o F S ziee ¢ ! 1
d 3 5 TVT b .
sfs ———
>
f8 2 de o, , -
DE = e - Fi =
& 3 & 3 o & 3
3 3

au-di-to-ry cor-tex. We 1 - den-ti-fied a cell clu-ster re - spon-si-ble for...
b e
N oL thebe : A N
G oo ? — A R g7 .1 1 B3
oJ 3 3 e
sfz ——
B\b‘; —
DEES== SSSrSsse = 23 = g g

@
i



31

Neare glares at Jake again (with a great sense of importance)
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Neare begins attaching wires and (comical) helmets to the volunteers
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slightly slower J
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SCENE 4

The Professor and Neare take their positions at the control panels
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At a nod from Platt, Neare pulls a lever to start the Engine
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There is a clear causal link between the loud octave Es in the ensemble and the sudden vocalisation by the students.
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Platt and Neare are baffled. They confer surreptitiously

SCENE 5
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Platt is about to snap back at Neare, but then re-considers and assents...
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Platt and Neare return to their control stations and set about making adjustments - pulling levers, turning dials etc...
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In a panic, Neare runs to the Engine in a desperate attempt to prevent the inevitable...
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SCENE 6

An almighty explosion. The engine breaks apart with bits rolling everywhere. The students slump.

Neare stands aghast in the middle of the space. Platt doesn't notice a thing.
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(violin - sweetly)
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Debris strewn across the stage. Eventually, everything and everyone is completely still, except for Platt, who is so intent on the dials and
displays that she is oblivious to what has just happened. She keeps hitting the panel and waggling levers - as if she can coax a response.
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Finally, Platt notices the silence and pops her head up.
RECIT (J=112) loud
in a public voice - with an edge of panic (while extricating herself from her equipment) whisper
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Too much, per-haps? La-dies and gen-tle-men. No need for pa-nic. This is... Neare.
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That's to say: please - - don't leave-. We'll have this fixed in a mo-ment.
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Neare - in a state of shock - remains absolutely still
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Neare doesn't move a muscle
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Neare splutters back to attention...
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Neare takes a cursory look at the students... He's much more concerned about the Engine
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Neare detatches the students from the Engine one by one.
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The Professor becomes lost in thought...
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.. lurching unsteadily across the stage...
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At the last moment - and surprisingly adroitly - Neare places chairs behind the students as they collapse.
The two men have ended up together on one side of the stage, the two women together on the other side.
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SCENE 7

As the students begin to recover, they moan and sway
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Neare catches both male students just before they fall. He settles them back in their seats then begins quizzing Jake
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Neare examines Jake closely (while the Professor examines the two young women - who remain inert)
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And make mo-ney! We have a plan

Save the pla-net.
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SCENE 8

As Jake and Hunter disappear, Platt and Neare run out from behind the Engine. Platt tries, in vain, to stop the young men from leaving
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SCENE 10

Platt and Neare are interrupted by the sudden reappearance of Hunter closely, followed by Jake (in mid-argument)
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Neare takes centre-stage - completely vindicated

Jake and Hunter crash into each other, bounce off and collapse.
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SCENE 11

Sally and Amanda enter together with great deliberation
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slightly steadier
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Amanda and Sally freeze

very slow - hushed
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LONG PAUSE

slightly faster ...
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Epilogue

The scene between Platt and Neare plays out as a "mirror" to the prologue. They start absolutely still, then - gradually - move together until

they reach their exact starting positions from the Prologue.

faster - but very calm
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Something breaks: Platt and Neare begin moving (slowly towards each other). They pick up debris from the

Engine. Perhaps Platt finds the exact component that featured in the Prologue? They end up very close together.
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Platt and Neare
come face-to-face.
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