ANDREW LOVETT

A NEW COMPASS

2019



ANEW COMPASS (2019) for soprano solo and five players

Text from An Anatomy of the World by John Donne
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Solo soprano

2 trumpets
2 violins

cello

Performance Notes:

For the final section, (from letter J) the trumpet-players should perform from either off-stage
or from the opposite side of the space. Absolute synchronisation may not be possible
under these circumstances, which is fine.

Programme Note:

The choice of text for this piece was suggested by Rob Socolow in an article that he wrote:
"Truths we Must Tell Ourselves to Manage Climate Change' in the Vanderbilt Law Review.
In this thoughtful overview of his ideas, Rob comments specifically on John Donne's
response to news of Galileo's Starry Messenger:

"Donne realized that here was compelling evidence that the earth was not at the center
of the universe, and that this news would be devastating to established political and
social hierarchies."”

The doubts and fears that Donne described are - as Rob explains - strikingly similar to the
ones that we now face four hundred years later.



Text:

And new philosophy calls all in doubt,

The element of fire is quite put out,

The sun is lost, and th'earth, and no man's wit
Can well direct him where to look for it.
And freely men confess that this world's spent,
When in the planets and the firmament
They seek so many new; they see that this
Is crumbled out again to his atomies.

'Tis all in pieces, all coherence gone,

All just supply, and all relation;

Prince, subject, father, son are things forgot,
For every man alone thinks he hath got

To be a phoenix, and that then can be

None of that kind, of which he is, but he.
This 1s the world's condition now, and now
She that should all parts to reunion bow,
She that had all magnetic force alone,

To draw, and fasten sund'red parts in one;
She whom wise nature had invented then
When she observ'd that every sort of men
Did in their voyage in this world's sea stray,
And needed a new compass for their way.

from An Anatomy of the World
by John Donne
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